
THE COFFIN CORNER: Vol. 11, No. 3 (1989) 1

 

FOOTBALL IN HISTORY JOURNALS, 1970-1988 
 

By Jim Sumner 
 
 
In recent years historians have increasingly recognized the importance of studying sports.  Although the scholarly 
literature on football is not as voluminous as that on baseball, history journals have published numerous articles on 
football that should be of interest to PFRA members.  Under the theory that football is football, I've included articles 
on professional and college.  In the interests of time and space I've limited this bibliography to the period beginning 
in 1970.     
 
However, I've defined historical journals somewhat loosely in order to include several articles that might otherwise 
be left out.  Readers should keep in mind that many of these articles are heavily footnoted, which should give 
interested researchers ideas and sources for further study.  I'll try to updated this once a year or so and will also 
add any omissions brought to my attention.  Comments, additions, and corrections can be addressed to Jim 
Sumner, 3215 Warwick Drive, Raleigh, NC 27606.          
 
Professional Football    
 
Barbeau, Arthur E. "A Moment of Glory: The Wheeling Iron Men."  Upper Valley Historical Review, Volume 1, 1979.  
The United Football League of the 1960s. 
 
Barnett, C.R. and Terhune, L. "When the Tanks Were Tops."  River Cities Monthly, September 1979.  The Ironton, 
Ohio, Tanks in the 1920s. 
 
-------------.  "The Spartans Live On (in Detroit)."  River Cities Monthly, September 1980.  The Portsmouth Spartans.      
 
Bloom, John D. "Joe Namath and Super Bowl III: An Interpretation of Style."  Journal of Sport History, Spring, 1988. 
 
Chandler, J.M. "American Pro Football in Britain."  Journal of Popular Culture, Summer, 1978. 
 
Cohen, Sheldon S. "The Genius of the Gridiron."  Chicago History, Winter, 1986/87.  I haven't seen this but I 
suspect the subject is George Halas. 
 
Cuneo, Ernest L. "Present at the Creation: Professional Football in the Twenties."  American Scholar, Autumn, 
1987. 
 
Gudelunas, William and Couch, Stephen R. "The Stolen Championship of the Pottsville Maroons: A Case Study of 
the Emergence of Modern Professional Football."  Journal of Sport History, Spring, 1982.  
 
Hogrogian, John G. "Rhode Island's Pro Football Champions -- 1928 Providence Steam Roller." Rhode Island 
History,    November, 1977. 
 
Jable, J. Thomas.  "Sunday Sport Comes to Pennsylvania: Professional Baseball and Football Triumph over the 
Commonwealth's Archaic Blue Laws, 1919-1933."  Research Quarterly for Exercise and Health, October, 1976. 
 
__________________.  "The Birth of Preofessional Football: Pittsburgh's Athletic Clubs Ring in Professionals in 
1892."    Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine, January, 1979. 
 
O'Brien, Michael.  "In Search of Vince Lombardi: A Historian's Memoir."  Wisconsin Magazine of History, Autumn, 
1987. 
 
Oriard, Michael.  "Professional Football as Cultural Myth."  Journal of American Culture, Fall, 1981. 
 
Smith, Thomas G.  "Civil Rights on the Gridiron: The Kennedy Administration and the Washington Redskins."  
Journal of Sport History, Summer, 1987. 
 
________________.  "Outside the Pale: The Exclusion of Blacks From Organized Professional Football, 1934-
1946."  Journal of Sport History, Winter, 1988. 
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Zang, David.  "Calvin Hill."  Journal of Sport History, Winter, 1988.  An interview with Hill. 
 
College Football    
 
Andrews, Donald S.  "The G.I. Bill and College Football: The Birth of a Spectator Sport."  Journal of Physical 
Education, Recreation, and Dance, September, 1984. 
 
Berryman, Jack D.  "Early Black Leadership in Collegiate Football: Massachusetts as a Pioneer,"  Historical Journal 
of Massachusetts, June, 1981. 
 
Bradford, Danelle and Winters, John D.  "Seventy-Eight Years of Football at Louisiana Tech."  North Louisiana 
Historical Association Journal, Volume 3, 1980. 
 
Cox, James.  "Was `The Gipper' Really For Real?  You Can Bet He Was."  Smithsonian, September, 1985. 
 
Cunningham, John T.  "Not a Coward on Either Side."  New Jersey History, Autumn-Winter, 1978.  Early football in 
New Jersey. 
 
Dains, Mary.  "University of Missouri Football: The First Decade."  Missouri Historical Review, October, 1975.  
 
Dubay, Robert W.  "Pigmentation and Pigskin: A Jones County Junior College Dilemma."  Journal of Mississippi 
History,    February, 1984.  Racial controversy over the 1955 Little Rose Bowl. 
 
Ewers, John C.  "Five Strings to His Bow: The Remarkable Career of William (Lone Star) Dietz.  Montana: The 
Magazine of Western History, January, 1977. 
 
Harbrecht, Thomas and Barnett, C. Robert.  "College Football During World War II, 1941-1945."  The Physical 
Educator,    March, 1979. 
 
Howell, Reet A. and Howell, Maxwell.  "The Myth of Pop Warner: Carlisle Reviited."  Quest, Summer, 1978. 
 
Jordan, Larry E.  "Folks Won't Turn Out to See Gambling Play: An Examination of Opportunity and Adaptation in 
Athletics."  Journal of Popular Culture, Spring, 1980. 
 
Lawson, Hal A. and Ingham, Alan G.  "Conflicting Ideologies Concerning the University and Intercollegiate Athletics: 
Harper and Hutchins at Chicago, 1892-1940."  Journal of Sport History, Winter, 1980. 
 
Lemke, Lizbeth.  "The Day Red Grange Became a Hero."  Illinois Magazine, September-October, 1985.  Red 
Grange's five    touchdown game against Michigan in 1924. 
 
Park, Roberta.  "From Football to Rugby and Back, 1906-1909: The University of California-Stanford University 
Response    to the `Football Crisis of 1905'."  Journal of Sport History, Winter, 1984. 
 
Pearlman, Michael.  "To Make the University Safe for Morality: Higher Education, Football, and Military Training 
From the 1890s through the 1920s."  Canadian Review of American Studies, Spring, 1981. 
 
Pohl, James W.  "The Bible Decade and the Origin of National Athletic Prominence."  Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly,    October, 1982.  The University of Texas under Dana Bible. 
 
Rudolph, Jack W.  "Rutgers Muzzles the Tigers: The Beginning of a Football Tradition."  American History 
Illustrated, October, 1980.  The 1869 Rutgers-Princeton game. 
 
Sack, Allen L.  "Yale 29-Harvard 4: The Professionalization of College Football."  Quest, Winter, 1973.  The early 
years of the Yale-Harvard rivalry. 
 
Shapiro, Beth G.  "John Hannah and the Growth of Big-Time Intercollegiate Athletics at Michigan State University." 
Journal of Sport History, Winter, 1983. 
 
Smith, Raymond A.  "He Opened Holes Like Mountain Tunnels."  Palimpsest, Autumn, 1985.  A biographical sketch 
of Archie    Alexander, the first black football player at the University of Iowa. 
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Smith, Ronald.  "Harvard and Columbia and a Reconsideration of the 1905-1906 Football Crisis."  The Journal of 
Sport History, Winter, 1981. 
 
Stone, Richard.  "The Graham Plan of 1935: An Aborted Crusade to De-Emphasize College Athletics."  North 
Carolina Historical Review, July, 1987.  An unsuccessful attempt by University of North Carolina President Frank 
Porter Graham to clean up college football in the Southern Conference. 
 
Sumner, Jim L.  "The North Carolina Inter-Collegiate FootBall Association: The Beginnings of College Football in 
North    Carolina."  North Carolina Historical Review, July, 1988.  College football in North Carolina, 1888-1890. 
 
Synnott, Marcia G.  "The `Big Three' and the Harvard-Princeton Football Break, 1926-1934."  Journal of Sport 
History, Summer, 1976. 
 
Watterson, John L.  "Chicago's City Championship: Northwestern University Vs. the University of Chicago, 1892-
1905."  Chicago History, Fall/Winter, 1982. 
 
___________________.  "Inventing Modern Football."  American Heritage, September/October, 1988. 
 
___________________.  "The Football Crisis of 1909-1910: The Response of the Eastern `Big Three'."  Journal of 
Sport History, Spring, 1981. 
 
Westby, David L. and Sack, Allen.  "The Commercialization and Functional Rationalization of College Football: Its    
Origins."  Journal of Higher Education, November/December, 1976. 
 
Wilson, Charles Reagan.  "The Death of Bear Bryant: Myth and Ritual in the Modern South."  South Atlantic 
Quarterly, Summer, 1987. 
 
Wynes, Charles E.  "Alexander the Great: Bridge Builder."  Palimpsest, Autumn, 1985.  Archie Alexander, the first 
black    football player at the University of Iowa and later a prominent engineer. 
 
Both College and Professional or General 
 
Altschuler, Glenn and LaForse, Martin W.  "From Brawn to Brains: Football and Evolutionary Thought."  Journal of 
Popular Culture, Spring, 1983. 
 
Beezley, William H.  "Coach: Locker Room Folk Hero, Champion of Faith, Family and Football."  Kentucky Folklore 
Record, July- December, 1981. 
 
__________________.  "Locker Rumors: Folklore and Football."  Journal of the Folklore Institute, 1980 (Vols. 2-3).  
Locker room lore. 
 
Burke, Joel.  "What's in a Name."  Journal of Popular Culture, Summer, 1972.  A history of names in football. 
 
Crepeau, Richard C.  "Punt or Bunt: A Note on Sport in American Culture."  Journal of Sport History, Winter, 1976. 
 
Furlong, William Barry.  "How the War in France Changed Football Forever."  Smithsonian, November, 1986.  Clark 
Shaughnessy adapts German military tactics towards the "T" formation. 
 
Gallagher, Robert S.  "The Galloping Ghost: An Interview with Red Grange."  American Heritage, December, 1974. 
 
Rader, Benjamin G.  "Compensatory Sports Heroes: Ruth, Grange, and Dempsey."  Journal of Popular Culture, 
Spring, 1983. 
 
Rominger, Donald, Jr.  "From Playing Field to Battleground: The United States Navy V-5 Preflight Program in World 
War    II."  Journal of Sport History, Winter, 1985.  Contains some information on football. 
 
Ruck, Rob.  "Soaring Above the Sandlot: The Garfield Eagles."  Pennsylvania Heritage, Summer, 1982.  A black 
sandlot team in Pittsburgh from the late 1920s to the late 1940s. 
 
Sadler, Carl K.  "Jim Thorpe's 100th Birthday: A pictorial Tribute."  Chronicles of Oklahoma, Spring, 1987. 


