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A CALL FOR HaLP!

laspi*e the amateurish attenpt +o5 pake the head of +his page look lmpressive,
+his 1s really nethlnz much more +han a chatty letter to ny friends. The purpose
is to spark sone Trogress toward the es+abllshment of a pro football research
roclety, similar +o the Soclety of Amerlican Saseball Research.

I +hink nome such organization 1s long overdue, but what all i+ might entall
s no* so clear +o me., What benefits might accrue? What dlsadvantages? Should
*here be certaln requirements for membership? If so, what? Exactly what should be
tha objectives of such a soclety?

In hopes of bringing absut a discussion of these and other questions, I'nm
sending out this letter, Please, write and lnundate me with suggestions, I'11
publisk your replies (or, parts of them) 1n the next issue of The Coffin Corner.

Jut, first let me bore you with my own opinlons,

Sueh an organization woild srove invaluable 1f i+ only introduced researchers
around the country +o each other, And, if we were to publish a monthly newsletter,
menbers could write in +alling what areas they were reeearching and -- even more
usafully =- asking for help., Addit*icmally, we should be able to help each other
to avold duplication of effort.

I +hink +he newrletter should carry = research feature in each lssue., Hembers
might +ry out a plece before publication or just share 1t. Fossibly, such a feature
might be used for pure speculation about what might have happened with the idea of
finding some proofs from readers.

Such an organization might serve as a catalyst whereby members might all get
together in a kind of "rro foothall researchers' convention,” Amd, on that subject,
how many of you out there could make it to Canton for a few days in June to talk
this cver face-to-face?

Personally, I believe that the society should work closely with -=- but be
independent of -- the Hall of Fama, Iy the way, I've already recelved assurances
that the Hall would give such a group plenty of co operation,

iut let me hear your ideas, Address all replles to: Bob Carroll, _

e i ot

A FEW¥ OF MY FRIZNDS

Let's pe+ started with some introductions. I'm going to list the names and
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addresses of the researchers +that I know, atong with a few words about thelr pro
football interests, T+'c been my axpsrisnce +hat one researcher 1s always glad +to
hear from another. I'm hoping +hat this will be the first step in a dlalogue,

Addi+ionally, each of you probably knows at least one other nut who'd be
interested in all of this. Send him the extra copy of The Coffin Corner ard urge
him %o write me., Next month, I'1l include his name and address,

Sut erough of these "next months." Let's get on with the introductions,

bob Sraunver:. () ' ¢ 12n o car
tell you the score of just about any game, including exhibitions, played by a major

pro team in +he U,S, or Canada since 1920,

Jim Campbell

was for several years the research
rarian at the HUF. Jim was the flrst guy to go back and work out the NFL draft
list from its earliest days.

Johr: Hogroglan was the esditorial
consultant on Fro Football Barly Ye « He's written about +the Frovidence,
Hartford, and Staten Island franchise=z of +the '"20=.

Joe Horrigan
nakes the world's worst purs, but when he's sober (l.e., not humorous),
he's *remendously helpful at finding and supplying information from +he HOF's
voluminous files,

steve Hurfin () :: - ronter of
the Soclety of American Baseball Research. He's interested in pro football research
projects in +he Baltlmore=Washingtcon area.

i1t Roverts (NN rovs nors about the
Chio years of pro foot tefore 1920 than any man alive, He's also ithe authorlty

on early black football players.

Jim Stevart ([N ;- :he "scrapbook king" and
has one of the most complete collections of PF memorabllia in the world, dating
back +o bafore 1930,

Eob Van Atta {_} is the number one guy when
you wart to know about pro football in Western Pennsylvanla arcund the turn of +he
century, particularly Greensburg and Latrobe,

And, as a parsonal footnote, I'd like to thank all of the above for thelr help

THE FIRST ALL-STAR CAME

The followlng 1s an account of what seems +o have been the first pro all=star
game. It was published in The Fittsburgh Prese on December 4, 1898, The game was
apparently the brainchild of Dave Berry, the same promoter who had organized the
Latrobe football team in 1895 and paid John Brallier his famous ten dollars,
Apparently the D.C. & A.C, was far and away the class of the Plttsburgh gridiron
scene in 1898, Berry came up with the idea of opposing them with an all-star teanm
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culled from Latrobe, ureensbury, W, & J., F.A.C,, and Pittsburgh College., Like so
many of Berry's ldeas, thls one seemz +r have been too far ahead of its time, The
game was a flop.

Tre headlines told the story: WoilE DOWMNED. D,2. & A.C. wind up a brilliant
season with a clean record, The attendance not larpe. No team work in Barry's
combination of kickers, I+ was very fast football, Hathews and Ingles, of W, & J.,
ware not in the game - Lawler had +o retire early in the contest = Barclay, Lewls,
Trenchard and Rhinehart did fine work,"

For those who wanted all +the details, the story continued

"The All=3tar = L.C, & A.C, ;ame yesterday at Exposltion park wound up the
foottall season of 1H98, The attendance was not what 1+ should have been for an all-
star contest.

“There were probably 1,500 people present when the game began, The attendance
would have been much larger but for two clreumstarces. In the first place the football
season was considered, by most people, to be at an end after Thanksgiving day and *the
wegather since that day has been so uncertain that +he majority of them did not care to
+ake chances of being caught In 2 blizeard at a gridiron contest. Secondly, out not
least, the lconoclasts of this section, particularly in the town of Greensburg, have
veen at work with large sized hammers knocking against the all=star scheme ever =lnce
the -ame wzs arranged, The ‘knocker:* left no stone unturned which they could {hrow
in the way of Manager Derry, who handled +the stars, Visclous reports were clrculated
to the effect that thils player or tha+ player announced in the line-up would not play
and influence was brought to bear vpon the men themselves +o dlssuade them [rom taking
part 1o *he zame, Just why *he knockars should t+ry to interfere with the plans ol
playsrs who are free from their season's contracts and at liberty to play whers they
pleasa, is not clear and can only be ot+ributed to one cause, smallness and deslre
*o meddle in other people's affalrs. They may have the satlsfactlon of hnowlng that
thelr *knocks® materially diminished the number of half dollars taken in at the gate,
but the persons who manipulated *he hamaers have diminlshed in the public estimatlion
o a2 much zreater extent than did +he sate recalots,

"Mhe all-ztar team was bevond a doubt a2 Tine lot of players, and the individual
work of the men was qulie up to that of fhe Duguene, but their team work was sadly
amlss, To tell the truth there was no tean work in the star comblnatlon. Duguesns on
the other hand was almost perfect In +his respect and thereln lles the story of the
snug score run up by the red and black,

"defore *he game o consultotion waz held and Rhinehart stood out for the adoption
of +he Prince*on styla of play, but the odds were against him, as the majority favored
Fennaylvania *actics, so the quaker's style was used, As +o whether or not a different
formation would have had any effect on the resul* is an open question, but one thing
is certaln, and that is that the s®ars as a whole would have been more at home in %ha
regular yame, as was evidenced by numerous misunderstandings which oceurred all *hrough
tha content,

"Phese mixes were responeible in = large mersure for the star's many fallures +o
caln grousd, Rhinehart, rullen, Lewis, zorelay and ™renchard all played fast and at
+imes brillian* football, The wlole team played well as individusls, but thet fs all
+hat can be sald of their work. BRhinehart's long kick=-offs were good and Mullen s
kicks back of +he line were 21l wight, Wond and Trenchard were fast in gat=lug down
the Fiegld, bu* could do 1it+le azninst Duquesne's Ilrterference.

"Far the red and black Jackson, Sammons, Touns and Winsteln were the bLy men.

The Duquesne ilne held in great shape ana Was really impregnable. Some good smins
were made asround tha ends by the all-stars and once 1+ looked as though lewis was zolog
to zet awav from the bunch, Muen 4o the dis:ppointment of the orowd, Inglis and
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Fatthwews ware not In the game. Latthews waz on +he ;round hut was antifled by Capt.
Theurer [ of d, & J, College_/ not +o play and heeded the warning, The detalled
account which follows +ells the story of the contest.

"The All=Stars won the 4oss and declded %0 defend the west goal., A+ 313U Young
kicked off to Gass, who returned 25 yards +o +he 40=yard line, Gass took the ball for
two yards at left tackle, He +rled agaln at the same place and falled, Mullen kicked
10 yards to Gelbert, who fumbled and Deggy Trenchard fell on +he ball,

"Rhinehart hit center for 10 yards, Lewls +rled with no gain, Gass took the
leather five yards and the next pass Duguesne was glven the ball for off-side play.
Ynungikiskud to Lewls on the 20-yard line. Mullen kicked to Gammons in the center of
the fleld,

"Gammons galned a yard and Jackson went for five vards, In the scrimmage Lawler
suffered a severs injury to his leg and retired, Winstein took his place., Young
kicked 25 yards %o Barclay, without return., OGammons galned a yard at left end., Gass
made another yard through right +ackla, Mullen kicked to Cammons in center of fleld,
Gammons made no return, Snith gained 10 yards, Church tock +he ball for four yards
more and Winstein added five yards by a plunge through the line, On a fumble Rhinehart
secured the ball,

"In the next play Winstein fell on tha ball after another fumble, but it was
returned for off-slde play. Mullen then kicked +o Duguesne's 30-yard line. Gammons
caught the ball, with no gain, Smith falled, Winstein moved up five yards, and
Jackson +ried and falled. Young kicked +o Lewis, who returned five yards. Lewls wWant
35 yards through the left tackle, Gase made four yards, boringing +he ball o Duguesne'’s
LO=yard 1ine. Gass made three yards through center. lewis falled. Duguesne then got
the ball on downe. Its line held like a stons wall., Winstein pushed for six yards
through center and tried again with a galn of four yards at right tackle. Smith hit
center for a six=yard gain.

"Gammons now trought out a storm of applause by getting away with the leather and
making a run of 35 yards arourd left end to the All=Star's 40=yard line, where Barclay
brought him down, He went out of bounds, however, at the 30-yard line and +he ball was
returned, Winstein made the next attempt with a l5-yard advance. Smith moved four a
yard more. In the serimmage Winstein was laid out for & minute, Gammons, in & mass
play, placed the tall on the two-yard line, The next pass resulted in a fumble but
Gammons Was there and fell or the ball, Gammons then falled at left end and Mcleill
tried a quarterback kick, which Jackson caught and carried over the line in the corner
of the gridiron for the next tcuchdown, A punt out falled and the score stood Duguesne
5y All=S%ars 0, '

"Rhinehart kiched over Duguesre's line but +he ball was brought back and kicked
of f agaln from a mark five yards farther back, as a penalty for off-side play., The
second attempt Rhinehart kicked 40 yards to Gammons, who returned 4o Duguesne's &5-
yard line before being downed, Jackson covered five yards., 3Smith did the same, bringing
the tall to the center of the fiald, Winstelrn falled. Younz made a pretty run +o the
10=yard line on a delayed pass, but the ball was brought back and glven to the All-Stars
on the 50-yard line for holding in the line, Wood failed to galn ard Mullen kicked to
Youngz, who returned 25 yards 4o the center of the fleld. The whistle then blew for the
end of the first half, Score, Duguesne 5, All=Stars O,

"There Was no change in the line-up of either team in the second half. Rhinehart
kicked over the goal line, Young kicked from the 25-yard lire %to Gass on the All-Stars'
35-yard line. HKHullern punted *o Young, who returned flve yards to the Dugusne's Ll=yard
ling, Gammons trled and could only make a yard, Young kicked to Lewls, with no return,
He was downed by Ckeson, HNullen kicked to Gammons, who, with good interference, went
doun +the fleld for 2 run of AD yards ard scored +he second touchdown, Young klcked
goal, GScorer Duguesne 11, All-Stars O,

"Rhinshart klcked to Gammons on the l0=yard line., Gammons got through for a long
run, but went out of bounds at Duguesne's 35=yard line, +o which mark the ball was
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returned, GSmlith pushed up six yards, Farrar went at right end for a yard. Winsteln
pushed through center for four yards and Young kicked to Lewls, MeNelll downed him
on the 40-yard line after he had run five yards, Ryan falled, Mullen kicked to Young
on Duquesne's 30-yard line, where he was downed with no gain. Winsteln brought a
rourd of applause from his doods Run admirers by making a run of 20 yards through

left tackle., Lewls brought him down hard, "Winny' got up rather dazed but inslsted on
going on with the game,

"A fake was then tried by Young dropping back as for a kick, but he passed the
ball to Jackson, who made 30 yards arcund left end. ‘ammons made another good run of
20 yaxrds to the 10-yard line, Jnckson went over on the next pass for the third
touchdown, Young failed to kick goal., Score: Duguesne 16, All-Stars 0,

"Rhinehart kicked to Gammons, on the 26-yard line, Gammons ran 45 yards before
he was dowred by Lewis, in a flne tackle, Winstein took a turn through right tackle
for five yards and Jackson went six yards around right end. The whistle then blew
and the game and the season of 1203 was at an end, with the ball in Duguesne's
possesslion on the All-3tars' Jb-yard line.

D.C, & ALC, All=itars
Selbert Leeisssnsrans L3 seasnenasnsnpennns WOOd
mﬂl["ﬂh IR E R NN NN Lm EA B E B R B R AR R AR nrabbs
Iﬂ”]er ..... LE R R R NN LI': LU N B B m:lnah-aﬂ
Jeﬂﬂill‘ijs esassassaans O suassatsaasa dana [HEAMNMETr
amlth BEE S AR AR A RS RG EE N EE NN E R RER ] GDJTJBI'fUIﬂ
Farrar svsnsnasasrins M sanssssassssssanss Rya.n
Ckeson trssrenrananas stsssnasnsane Trenchard
telielll siaevsosncans I sssssnnennnaneas Hullean
Jackson | sassssnsnasssnnass DASS
Gammons Aesadseananss A S I ﬁml&y
YOUNT seanssnusaussse 5 sannssnnnnansness [oWlE

Refereer Ir, 3ull, Umplres led Zralnard, Time-
keepert J,D., Callery., Linesnens H.E. Iecter and
Abbaticehio, Times 20-minute halves, Touchdownsi
Jackson 2, Gnmmons. Goal from touchdowns Young.
Substitutions: Winsteln for Lawler." .

As nlmost any plece of research will, this story raises as many or more questlons
than i1t answers, For example, why were the Greensburg people so violently opposed +o
thlis game? Was 1t sinmply another examrle of the old Greensburg-Latrobe rivalry, with
Sreensburg agalnst anything that had Latrobe's mansger Dave Berry connected with i+7
Or was there some more personal reasor cohcerning Cerry? Dave seams to have spent a
great deal of time in courtrooms belng sued, As a matter of fact, Dave was arrested
at noon on the day of the all-s+ar game for his failure +o pay in full one of his
players. He got out by coughing up 333 dollars and then turned around and had the
Player and another arrested for false arrest!

Why did W, & J, captaln Theurer order TMex Hatthews not +o play? A story in the
press on the same day noted that W, & J, would elect a new football captaln the next
Tuesday and +hat Matthews was favored, "He doss nothing except play football, and hs
is probably betder posted on the ins and outs of +he sams than any other player on the
eleven," the paper commented, Perhaps this =lectlon had some bearing on Theurer's
order, although 1% is hard to believe that anyone worried about Matthews® eliglbilisy
at a school that regularly played aralnst the pro teams, It's worth noting that Theurer

played for Lreensburg before he played for Washington & Jefferson.

Cne social note should be added, W,0, Templea, donator of baseball's Temple Cup
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ard chalrman of 0,0, & A.C.'s footbull committee, gave a banquet for his +eam and
"representatives of the W,&J,, F,A,C,, Greensburg, Latrobe and the Pittsburgh College
elevens" and a few of his friends +hat night at the Schenley Hotel. The repressntatives
were, 1n all probabillty, the all-stars. The Press noted, "There were no set speechss,
but +he absence of +his featurs was not regretted.”

WHO?

One last tidbit for thought. ™he Cardinals have always listed Marshall Smith as
thelr coach for 1920, Several researchers have suggested that Paddy Driscoll was +he
actual coach, but proof 1s lacking,

Does anyone have any hard evidence elther way? And, just who was Marshall Smith
anyway?

Arnd, lastly, who coached the Cards before 19207
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THE FIRST FPF GAME I EVER SAW WAS
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